Why He Came

1 John 3:5 You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. ESV

1 John 3:8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. ESV

John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? ESV

Heb 9:28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. ESV

The seed thought of this message is drawn from a preaching series by the late, great G. Campbell Morgan entitled, “The Purpose of the Advent.”  

______________________________________________________________________

I really like the title of this sermon and it has been bubbling in my soul for a couple of weeks, now.  I like the title of this message because it seems as something that the Apostle John would write.  It is concise yet full of meaning.  Three of our texts came from the writings of John and there is something special, unique and remarkable about how John wrote.  The other Gospel writers all wrote of Jesus, but John seems to be always conscious of Jesus that is hard to explain.  John would often use pronouns such as “He” to refer back to Jesus as if to say, “I don’t even have to say His name, you know whom this book is about.”  In one scripture, John wrote:

1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life —  ESV  

The “that” of which John is introducing his book by writing about is the existence and life of Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the “that which was from the beginning.”  Jesus is that “which we have heard.”  “which we have seen with our eyes.”  “Which we looked upon and have touched with our hands.”  John doesn’t even need to start out with His name, because you know if John is describing something as such, He is talking about Jesus Christ.  Oh, that our conversations would be so filled with Jesus that we wouldn’t even have to mention His name all of the time and yet people would know of whom we talked.  What if we spoke so glowingly of Him and so often of Him and so familiarly of Him, that people didn’t have to ask who the “Him” was?  Have you ever seen a girl that’s very much infatuated and in love with a boy or vice versa?  The subject matter of a conversation will go somewhere else and yet she will bust out with a “and another thing about Him, that I like is . . . “  And nobody asks, “who are you talking about?” because they know who she is talking about because you cannot hang around her much without hearing of him!  That’s how it ought to be with us and Jesus Christ.  Oh, use His name and there’s power in using His name.  But our conversation and love for Him ought to be to the point where He is never more than a slight distance away from the forefront of our thoughts.  Such is the result of walking with the Master in a way as close as John the Beloved did.  

The title of our message is “why He came.”  And it should go without saying the “He” is Jesus.  We must not get tired of hearing about Him.  We can never hear too much about Him.  He is the focal point of the Bible and of our eternal hope and abundant life here on earth.  You can never have too much of Jesus Christ.  Too much religion, makes you stiff and formal.  Too much tradition makes you dry.  Too much recreation makes you lazy.  Too much work makes you tired.  Too much of this life and you grow weary.  But you cannot have too much of Jesus Christ:  He’s the rest and the refreshing and His yoke is easy and His burden is light!  He is the Master Savior, the Light of the World.  To those preachers who struggle to know what to preach the next Sunday, I say preach Jesus!  You can never overdo Him and only good and great things will come from having people fastening their spiritual eyes upon Him.  So throughout this sermon, you should remember that the He of this message is Jesus Christ!  

The title of our message is “why He came.”  Let us also focus a moment on the word “came.”  Jesus came to earth.  The word in two of our texts in the Greek is phaneroo which is translated in the ESV as “appeared” and in the older translations as “manifested.”  The Greek word literally means “to make visible.”  It’s important to understand why John chose this word when he wrote of Him.  Jesus Christ was not a created being.  The scriptures never say that He was created.  He is not some spiritual being or mythological figure that was created in a point or time of space.  Rather, the scriptures say that He was there at creation and actually created all things and without Him, was nothing made.  John cannot say that Jesus was “created” in Bethlehem or Galilee.  Rather, He “appeared.”  He was manifested – made visible.  The coming of Jesus to this earth was the making visible of a being that had always been in existence.  Some people seem to think that Jesus was only in existence from the moment the Spirit of God overshadowed Mary or from the night when she held the baby in her arms in the dark corners of a stable but that is false teaching.  That was when He appeared to men.  But He has always been and always will be.  When we say “He came” we mean that He made Himself visible to mankind.  He did this by taking on the form of man.  Perhaps Paul put it best when he wrote:

1 Tim 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. KJV  

Mark closely the language of scripture:  “God was manifest in the flesh.”  He didn’t start out being who He was at the moment of becoming flesh, but rather it was the making visible of what He already was.  And let us learn a lesson from this scripture that we will come back to before this message is over:  Jesus is God manifest in the flesh.  There is only one God and the Jehovah God of the Old Testament became the one God of the New Testament, but the difference is that the one God manifested Himself, not in an angelic form and not in a cloud or pillar of fire, and not as a smoking lantern or a consuming fire upon the altar, but rather as a man!  To put it in John’s language:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God . . . and the Word became flesh.” (John 1:1, 14)  To put it in even easier terms to understand, we can turn to the Apostle Paul:

Col 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God ESV 

And so we have quickly come to the other word of our message title and the most important word of it:  “why.”  “Why He came.”  The “He” is Jesus.  He came or was manifested or appeared to us.  But why?  Let us revise it this way:  “He came, why?”  There are four different reasons – all of them true – outlined one per text that we read today.  But since we are already here discussing the fact that Jesus is God manifested in the flesh, we can get right to the first answer.  Why did He come?  First, you must realize that He came:  

1.  To reveal the Father to us.

God is our Father – He is the supreme being of the universe that created all of us.  His Spirit fills time and space.  Our God that we serve has existed before time begin because He, Himself, is the creator of time.  He spans eternity.  I cannot do justice to this because our finite and simple minds cannot understand the majesty and glory of the truths that I am stating.  He is omnipotent and omnipresent.  He is omniscient.  And He really exists:  creation testifies that this design must have a designer.  There is a God who begat and gave birth to every living thing in this universe and even created the non-living things.  

The amazing point is that this great, in some ways, unfathomable God used His power and His omnipotence, not to stay hidden from us and not to conceal Himself to us, but to reveal Himself to such a lowly creature as you and I!  As the Psalmist wrote:

Ps 8:3-4 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? ESV

I feel the same as the psalmist:  who am I that the God of glory would even care about me?  Yet care about me, He does.  And the scripture is the record, not of the fall of man, but really of the great God that spans the universe, revealing more and more of Himself to man.  The Bible is the story of revelation:  the appearing of God to man.  At first He is just a Spirit and a Voice.  And then He is a righteous judge.  And then He is smoking lantern passing through Abraham’s sacrifice and a fleeting image – we call them theophanies appearing and then disappearing to Abram.  And then He is the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night leading the people of Israel out of Egypt.  And then He is the abiding Shekina presence, that eerie bluish glow that dwelt in the darkness of the Most Holy Place behind the veil of the Tabernacle.  He is manifesting Himself in different ways, but we do not try to take each of those appearances and visibilities and divide them from God Almighty:  Whether a smoking lantern, a fire on an altar, a cloud of presence, or an angelic being wrestling with Jacob, we know that there is only one God and He alone feels the universe.  

The greatest of the manifestations is the God of glory being “manifested in flesh.”  When that same God who had revealed and made Himself visible in so many ways, overshadowed a virgin and Spirit mingled with flesh to produce a child that within Him “all of the fullness of the Deity dwells bodily” (Colossians 2:9).  That is the greatest manifestation of all.  We could not become like Him to better understand Him and His ways, so He – the God of glory – became like us.  Oh, He still filled universe and all time and space, but at the same time He manifested Himself in a way that you and I could approach Him and relate and even copy and emulate!  He became flesh!  

How would God act if He were in my shoes?  We didn’t know until He came and walked on the same earth as us?  Job asked that infamous question of God in olden times:

Job 10:4 Have you eyes of flesh? Do you see as man sees? ESV

And when God comes in the whirlwind – there’s another visible manifestation of our God – He responds to all of Job’s questions except that one.  Because at that point and time, God had not yet had eyes of flesh or been able to see this world through the eyes of man.  But hold on Job because it’s coming!  This baby born to Mary would be as the angel told us, “Emmanuel:  God with us!”  And God is going to find out what it is like to view the universe.  He is going to experience pain and heartache.  He is going to stand by His earthly father’s death bed and weep at the tomb of a friend that passed from this life.  He is going to see the ravages of sickness and physical infirmities.  He is going to be betrayed by one of His dearest friends.  He is going to learn what it is like to be born into a poor family and to be popular and the despised of all men.  He is going to know what it’s like to be misunderstood.  He will know what it is like to get up and put His sandals on and go to work everyday and He will do so for eighteen years before the first miracle is ever performed.  He will have the gossips talk of Him and lie on Him and He will stand in a judgment hall and be meted out an unfair sentence.  He will hunger and He will thirst.  He will grow weary and He will sleep.  He will endure storms and He will experience life.  Who will?  God will!  

We do ourselves a disservice by using man-made traditions to explain God and His manifestations.  There is nowhere in scripture that says God is some mystic three in one Trinity.  That is not the language of scripture.  The Bible never uses the plural word “persons” to describe God.  Because all of that puts a division not in God but in our fathoming of who Jesus Christ was and is.  There is only one God and He manifested Himself in many ways, but none greater than the manifestation of becoming flesh.  Did God still fill the universe as an infinite Spirit as Jesus walked on this earth?  Yes, and He will still fill the universe at the same time that you walk before the one throne in heaven and bow before your savior!  But that does not divide God into different beings or persons or existences.  Grasp the language of scripture well:  God was manifest in the flesh.  He – Jesus – is the image of the invisible God.  This baby is Emmanuel, God with us.  He is God viewing life through the eyes of man.  And that doesn’t make Him another or any less, but in my mind it makes Him greater!  Because the one infinite God of glory came to this earth and appeared in flesh.  Why?  So that I might know Him better!  

And so in the 14th chapter of John, Phillip makes the statement:  “Lord, show us the Father.”  And Jesus answers him as directly as you can:

John 14:9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? ESV

“Phillip, look at me and you have seen the Father!  I am the God of the universe that spans time and space and you have missed the entire point of my coming!  I came so that you could see the Father of All!”  That is why He came and yet how many people today do not even grasp what it was He came to show them?  They have let religious dogmas and traditions made of men steal from them the greatest revelation that God appeared to show men!  When you look upon this Jesus, you do not see another apart from the Father, but when you see Him, you have seen the Father.  He is God manifested, appearing in flesh.  Do not try to stretch it past that.  Do not philosophize it.  Do not try to cut Him up and fit Him in your theology.  Take Him at His Word!  He is the son born to us that Isaiah said would be “the mighty God the everlasting Father!” (Isaiah 9:6).  He is Jesus whom as Paul said, “is the Christ, God over all!” (Romans 9:5)  I think back to John 10:30 when Jesus makes that statement, “I and my Father are one.”  And the Jews pick up the stones and then we find this exchange:

John 10:32-33 Jesus answered them, "I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?" 33 The Jews answered him, "It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God." ESV   

They knew full well what He meant when He said, “my father and I are one.”  He was not talking about some mystical union of persons in a Godhead.  But these Jews who knew that there was only one Jehovah God in heaven fully grasped what He was saying and they said it thus:  “you, being a man, make yourself God.”  Except they had it backwards because He was not a man making Himself God, but rather God who had made Himself into a man!  Why did He come?  To show us the Father!  To reveal God to us!  To remind you that this great God of the universe really understand our hurts and knows our pains!  Because He has seen this world through the eyes of flesh!  He came a long way for you to see Him fully and gaze into His face and so don’t let the devil or anybody steal that revelation from you of who Jesus fully is.  To use the words of the Apostle Paul:


Col 2:8-9 Don't let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than from Christ. 9 For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. NLTse

Not lived – as in past tense, but “in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body!”  If you would want to know more about the one, true, living God today, then you must learn of this Jesus who is the Christ.  He is a prophet but so much more!  He is a good man, but so much more!  He is the Son of God and the Lamb of God, but so much more!  He is God manifested in the flesh and He came that you might know the Father!  When you see Him, you have seen the Father!  That is why He came!  Don’t miss the point!   

______________________________________________________________________  

Why He came!  He came to reveal to us the Father and yet that was not His sole purpose for coming.  John also told us:

1 John 3:5 You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. ESV

Mark well another reason for His appearance and that is He came:

2.  To take away sins.

Notice the language of the scripture there.  Not to brush them under the rug.  Not to act like they never happened.  Not to push them aside and treat them with the blindness of the emperor’s new clothes.  Not even to cover them or to whitewash them.  But He came “to take away sins.”  To take them away!  

You must grasp another revelation and that is Jesus Christ never sinned.  Furthermore, as John so eloquently put it, “and in Him there is no sin.”  The word “sin” literally means “to miss the mark.”  Jesus never missed the mark.  He never failed to achieve anything that He ever set out to achieve.  He is the only one to ever live in this world and live up to the perfect ness of God’s complete holiness.  He is the only one who never told a lie.  He is the only one who never failed.  The scriptures state that “He was tempted in all manner like as we are yet without sin.”  Don’t ever let someone lie to you and tell you otherwise.  He knew no sin.  He did not sin.  And in Him there is no sin.

Why is that important?  Because He came to take away sins.  And the moral code of God demands death to pay for sin.  Sin is not what the devil created.  Sin is the falling short, the missing the mark of God’s will and plan and Word.  And to fall short of God’s will and plan and Word is to bring about destruction and death in your life.  Because it is in Him that we “move and breathe and have our being.”  A disconnection with God is to bring about death no matter how it happens.  

And so you and I deserve to die for our sins.  We deserve death and destruction and judgment because all of us have fallen short of God’s Word and all of us have missed the mark in some way.  And some people’s view of God is that God would show up on earth to condemn the world, but that is not why He came.  John wrote:

John 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. ESV  

Don’t let the terminology confuse you.  The term “Son” refers to the forming of flesh within and from Mary’s womb.  There is no “eternal Son” that is not language ever found in scripture.  Neither will you find the phrase, “God the Son.”  It is rather, “the Son of God.”  The flesh that God became.  The scripture might just as easily read, “For God did not appear in flesh into the world” and the scripture would mean the same.  God was not manifest in the flesh to condemn the world.  He didn’t come to say, “you are a bunch of sinful losers and you’re going all to hell!”  But rather, John tells us that He came to save us!  How?  By appearing to take away our sins.

How did His coming to earth in flesh and His appearance in the form of a man do that?  Because He never sinned – He was innocent – He never missed the mark and yet observe what happens:  He is crucified, He is tried and found guilty when He is innocent; He is slaughtered in a most brutal way on a cross among common thieves.  It is not a moment of weakness for Him to lay down His life, but rather a show of power – grasp that.  He could have called down legions of angels to deliver Him, but He chose not to.  He could have a moment’s notice done what His critics called for Him to do, “save yourself.”  But if He would have saved Himself, He could not have saved you.  And so the innocent one, the one who knew no sin, who did not deserve death, tasted of death meaning that if you will follow His plan, then that penalty can pay the price for your sin.  He died but not for His own shortcomings therefore that can be appropriated, credited, to your spiritual account.  Think of it as He paid a hefty sum on His credit card when He had no charges or balance due.  And yet you have a hefty debt to pay.  If you join your account with His and take on His name and become His child, His surplus cancels your debt.  It takes it away.  That is why He came and lived so that He might die a sinless death.  That is also why He came, to take away our sins!  

The scripture says, “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  But He did not miss the mark in taking the chance to die for us ahead of time because there will be some who will join themselves to Him, and take His name in baptism and receive the Spirit of adoption and thus have His sacrifice take away their sins.  Christ did not miss the mark with Calvary because there are some even here today who have been the object of His saving power!  You don’t deserve it, but it’s available to you – that’s called grace.  You deserve hell and judgment and pain but you can have it take away – that’s called mercy!  And you can have your sins, not just pushed under the rug or ignored, but completely taken away from your spiritual account!  That is why He came!  

______________________________________________________________________   

He came to reveal to us the Father.  He came to take away our sins.  But look three verses later in the third chapter of 1 John and you will find yet another reason for His appearance.  John wrote:

1 John 3:8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. ESV

Here is yet another reason why He came:

3.  To destroy the works of the devil.

These points are not redundant.  Sin is not the work of the devil, because the devil cannot cause you to sin.  Sinning is missing the mark of the perfect will and Word of God.  Each man sins after being drawn away from his own lust, the Bible says.  What, then, are the works of the devil.  Pay attention to the devil’s titles and you will realize what his works are.  He is the Deceiver.  He is a Liar and the Father of Lies.  He is the Power of Darkness.  He is the Thief whom Jesus said, comes to steal, kill, and destroy.  The works of the devil are to deceive people and to make them believe a lie.  To envelop them in darkness and to steal from them good things and kill all hope and destroy relationships and such in their lives.  Such are the works of the devil.  But Jesus said this:

John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. ESV

Jesus Christ came to not only bring eternal life, but abundant life while on this earth right now!  He cares about your condition!  He is the light of the world wanting to shine the light of truth in the dark recesses of false doctrine and hopelessness!  He wants to heal you!  He wants to fill you!  He wants to give you a higher purpose!  He wants to heal your relationships!  He wants to break you loose from the things of this life that would keep you in bondage and within invisible prison bars.  He didn’t just go straight from the waters of baptism signaling the beginning of His ministry to the hillside of Calvary.  Rather He walked into Nazareth and asked for the scroll of Isaiah:

Luke 4:17-21 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written, 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me  to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives  and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." ESV 

He cannot lie!  If you are here with poorness rather in situation or in spirit, Jesus has good news for you:  He can make you rich in glory and grace and He is the answer to your situation!  If you are captive to some vice or some memory or some other work of the thief of souls, Jesus is here to proclaim liberty to you and to set at liberty those who are oppressed!  If you are blind today, He can restore your sight, both physically and spiritually.  And He is here to proclaim that “it is the year of the Lord’s favor!”  God wants to work in your life!  He wants to heal your marriage by transforming you!  He wants to heal your body!  He wants to be able to conclude this scripture with us saying, “today, this scripture has been fulfilled!”  He came to save you for eternity, but it’s more than that – God cares and can make a difference in whatever situation that you are facing right now!  God wants to help you and bless you in it and out of it.  He wants to deliver and bring hope!  He is still the answer for the world’s problems and issues!  He wants to minister to you – that is why He came!

It’s a lie from the pit of hell that you have to live life bound to that thing, sir!  It’s a deception from the other side that you have to live your life in suffering and oppressed simply because of the past.  He can set you free and He wants to set you free!  If you will yield to His Word and His Spirit and follow Him, you can be set free today.  That’s why He showed up today in our praise!  That’s why He has come to help this preacher preach today.  To heal the bruised and set free the captive and oppressed!  You can be delivered:  That is why He came!    

_______________________________________________________________________

Before we close, we must realize one final thought, because there is another reason for His appearing.  We read in our text in Hebrews:

Heb 9:28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. ESV

Here is the fourth reason why He came:

4.  To prepare us for His second coming.

He appeared once back then to tell us that He would appear again!  He went away, He said, to prepare a place for you.”  The angels told the disciples after Jesus had vanished in the clouds that day, “He will return in the same manner as you saw Him go.”  Let the skeptics mock and let the doubters revel in their sin and make fun, but just as surely as He appeared the first time on this earth, He will come again!  But this time will not be –our text told us – to deal with sin, but rather to “save those who are eagerly waiting for Him.”  Another place says that He will come for “a bride that has made herself ready.”  And that He will come for those who “await His coming.”  

How often and how sad it is that those who accept and believe that He came the first time, too often forget that His soon return is upon us!  How many people live their lives with their spiritual man weighted down with sins and the cares of this world and acting like they’ve got all of the time in the world to get right with God when really that time is growing short.  The signs of the last days are all around us, read your newspaper.  And even sadder is the fact that many Christians who have had Him remove their sins, destroy the works of the devil in their lives, and who have seen the Father in His face, yet walk around with their eyes on their situations or on this life rather than having their eyes turned upward to the skies!  

Let me remind you:  this life is but a fleeting vapor and there is a greater day coming!  He will split the eastern skies and the last trumpet will blow and we will be caught away to meet Him in the air.  That is scripture.  We will be changed from mortality and frail flesh to immortality that will live for forever and the change will happen in the twinkling of an eye!  And we will rise to meet Him with the clouds and “will ever be with the Lord!”  

If you are alive at that time, that’s what will happen according to scripture, but you don’t have to fear death, either, because Paul wrote:

1 Thess 4:16-17 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. ESV  

Death just means that you get to Him a split second before everybody else!  If you have allowed Him to take away your sins and to destroy the works of the devil in your life and you know who He is and have your eyes to the clouds, then death is nothing of which to be afraid!  It just means that you get to rest until Jesus Christ comes back for you.  And Jesus Christ is coming back!  That’s one of the reasons that He came the first time:  to set up the second coming.  Jesus Christ will return for His people:  you don’t want to miss it for the world!  And you don’t have to miss it for the world:  that is why He came!    

